BRICKS    WITHOUT    STRAW

economic crisis hit the Poles harder than perhaps
any other country in the world. The conflicts in the
Seym and Senate, and outside, were carried on with
the fierce passion which is characteristic of the
Poles, and it might be said that this was one of the
things which the Polish people might have pre-
vented, so that their country could be consolidated
all the sooner. However, these conflicts were not
the fault but the misfortune of the Polish people.
They were not merely a matter of temperament;
they were inherent in the nature of the situation.
It must be remembered that the Polish Republic
consisted of territories that had been under the
rule of three different foreign Empires for a century
and a half, so that wide divergences in political
outlook were inevitable for that reason alone in the
new State. The Parliamentary and other conflicts
were part of the pangs of re-birth. Even the bribery
and corruption that was so prevalent in the New
Poland during the first year of her existence was
an inescapable outcome of poverty and destitution
in the country.

Naturally, the Poles had their faults, and they
made many mistakes that they could have avoided,
but on the whole they were suffering from diffi-
culties which had been thrust upon them by fate.
Despite those difficulties, however, the New
Poland accomplished many miracles. It built
Gdynia, a wonderful new port that cost millions
of money and incalculable sacrifices of another
sort. It developed a system of education that was
far superior than anything partitioned Poland had
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